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The project of mapping the metropolitan developments is focused on the relevant physical urban 

transformations in the City of Turin and the 37 towns around it. 

 

These developments were selected since they were in a project phase, in the building phase or 

finished in the last years. The work mapped and listed all the important development projects, it was 

done in the time span between September 2012 and March 2013. All the data about buildings, public 

spaces and green areas were collected. The 38 City Councils were involved in this phase, since they 

were asked to be part of the project and provide data about building sites in their municipal 

boundaries. 

 

During April – May 2013, four meetings were organized to present the mapping project and to 

discuss the results with the towns’ representatives. The meetings were organized dividing the 

metropolitan area into four quarters (north-east, north-west, south-east, south-west). The involved 

38 towns were invited to take part in the meetings and discuss the results. 

 

The mapping project was presented using maps (developed by geo-spatial reference tools) that were 

highlighting the urban developments’ characters. These maps were used as main support for 

discussion and comments. The facilitator job in these meetings, done by Nadia Caruso, (according to 

the methodology previously developed), allowed a shared vision on the metropolitan area. It defined 

common trends and dynamics. 

 

The meetings constituted an opportunity to discuss openly and with an integrated approach; they 

were held in different places of the metropolitan area during the following days: 

 

• 17
th

 April 2013 Quarter South-East, in Moncalieri. The invited towns were: Baldissero 

Torinese, Cambiano, Candiolo, Chieri, La Loggia, Moncalieri, Nichelino, Pecetto Torinese, Pino 

Torinese, Torino, Trofarello and Vinovo; 

• 18
th

 April 2013 Quarter North-West, in Grugliasco. Towns invited: Alpignano, Collegno, 

Druento, Grugliasco, Pianezza, Rivoli, Rosta, San Gillio, Venaria, Villarbasse and Torino; 

• 15
th

 May 2013 Quarter North-East, in San Mauro Torinese. Towns invited: Borgaro Torinese, 

Brandizzo, Caselle, Castiglione, Gassino, Leinì, San Mauro Torinese, San Raffaele Cimena, 

Settimo Torinese, Torino, Volpiano; 

• 22
nd

 May 2013 Quarter South-West, in Beinasco. Towns invited: Beinasco, Bruino, Orbassano, 

Piossasco, Rivalta di Torino, Volvera and Torino. 

 

The cut of the metropolitan area in the four quarters was developed according to the need to deal 

with complex phenomena, the four quarters were chosen following the previous experiences of 

cooperation and partnerships among municipalities. Some urban development projects with a shared 

character were also considered choosing boundaries and limits. It was a process of simplification, to 

understand and map different trends and dynamics. 

 

According to the meetings with the towns’ representatives it was possible to collect suggestions, 

comments and also requested changes (mistakes to be corrected). The mapping project was then 

processed and a document was developed, defining the shared frame about urban development 

projects during the meetings. 

 

The text was edited by Nadia Caruso with the support of Torino Internazionale/Strategica staff. She 

collected the main features and the document was organised in four main sections: a brief synthesis 
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of the mapping project (method, work program, work phases); the metropolitan phenomena 

recognized (also considering the quarter scale); the description of interesting themes for a future 

territorial strategy about the metropolitan area; the conclusions and next activities of Torino 

Internazionale/Strategica. 

 

The features, trends and phenomena recognized in this project were various and different, in 

synthesis few elements can be summarized for each quarter:  

 

North-west: this area has few new 

developments, since it was one of 

the sprawl territories in the past 

decades. The past transformation 

changed the territory and overfill 

the empty spaces. The mapped 

developments are mainly related 

to housing and they are completing 

and consolidating urban areas. 

 

 
  

North-east: there are various 

transformations expected. It is the 

most active quarter for this 

character. There are several 

opportunities for different urban 

functions: housing, services, 

industries, public spaces and green 

areas. 
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South-west: the mapped 

transformations don’t have a 

common trend or dynamic. In the 

second and third rings around 

Turin, the towns locate their 

developments completing urban 

areas and broad surfaces are 

expected to be transformed in the 

peripheral area. The biggest 

industrial areas are located on the 

City of Turin boundaries and along 

the high speed roads. 

 
  

South-east: a general dynamic of 

completing is recognized also in 

this quarter, in almost all the 

considered towns. Only the 

commercial function interests wide 

areas and it is located along the 

infrastructures. This trend is 

different considering housing and 

industrial sectors. 

 
 

The interesting themes for a future metropolitan strategy were arisen during the meeting. They are 

the following ones: 

 

1. Promotion of a cooperative approach in the development projects, 

2. a system of equalizing rules about land property rights, 

3. a policy of industry and services’ management, 

4. an integrated system of management of environment and landscape resources, 

5. sustainable farming (short production chain and landscape protection), 

6. metropolitan tourism poles, 

7. commercial areas, 

8. promotion of urban quality and identities and 

9. metropolitan nodes. 

 
Elaborated by the workshop facilitator, Ms. Nadia Caruso 

 


